




 

 

Translation by Clean Air Action Group: 

 

Subject: response to the inquiry „What serves the acceleration of the reduction of 

CO2 emissions in the European Union and in our country more effectively” 

 

Dear President Lukács,  

I am in receipt of your letter of 9 December 2020 sent to Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 

a copy of which was also sent to my predecessor. Regarding the Government’s 

position on the future of the Effort Sharing Regulation (ESR) and the EU Emissions 

Trading System (EU ETS), I would like to inform you of the following: 

The position taken by the Hungarian Government is in line with your proposal, 

namely that the three current pillars (EU ETS, ESR and land use, land use change 

and forestry (LULUCF)) must be maintained. There is no need to radically 

restructure these pillars or to repeal any of them.  

At the European Council meeting of 10-11 December 2020, a decision was made to 

raise the EU emissions reduction target for 2030. In light of this, it is also expected 

that the objectives of the three pillars will be raised as well. On how to implement the 

raised 2030 emission reduction target, the European Council plans to provide further 

guidance in the first half of 2021, in particular on the future of the ESR. During this 

negotiation, our country will continue support the maintaining of the ESR.  

We are open to expanding the EU ETS for maritime shipping, and we also see the 

possibility of applying stricter measures in aviation. However, we do not support the 

extension of the EU ETS to transport and we are strongly opposed to its application 

regarding buildings, given that this solution would apply the same carbon costs at an 

European level. This would not be practical, because there is a very significant 

difference in household incomes across the Member States. A carbon cost large 

enough, for example, to motivate the emission reduction for a German household, 

would be very burdensome for a Hungarian one. At the same time, a price level that 

would motivate a Hungarian household would most likely to be proven ineffective for 

the habits of a German household.  

Please accept the information provided.  

 

9 January 2021, Budapest  

 

Attila Steiner 

State Secretary for Circular Economy, Energy and Climate Policy 

Ministry for Innovation and Technology 

 


